
   

  

OPEN ACCESS WEEK 

 
Open Access Week is an annual program of the Scholarly 

Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition (SPARC), which 

organizes global events to promote informed consideration of 

the potential benefits, complications, and challenges 

surrounding open access to scholarly information. Open access 

publications are digital, online, free of charge, and free of most 

copyright and licensing restrictions.  

 

Open Access Week has its roots in the National Day of Action for 

Open Access on February 15, 2007, organized across the United 

States by Students for Free Culture and the Alliance for Taxpayer 

Access. In 2008, October 14 was designated Open Access Day, 

and the event became global. In 2009, the event was expanded 

to a week, from October 19–23. In 2010, it took place from 

October 18–24. From 2011 onwards, it is taking place at the last 

full week of October each year. In 2013, the week was 21–27 

October. 

 

 

Funders invest in research in order to accelerate the pace of 
scientific discovery, encourage innovation, enrich education, and 
stimulate the economy – to improve the public good. They 
recognize that broad access to the results of research is an 
essential component of the research process itself. Research 
advances only through sharing of results, and the value of an 
investment in research is only maximized through wide use of its 
results. Yet, too often, research results are not available to the 
broadest community of potential users. The Internet provides a 
new opportunity to bring information to a wider audience at 
virtually no marginal cost, and allow them to use it in new, 
innovative ways. This has resulted in a call for new framework to 
allow research results to be more easily accessed and used—a 
call for Open Access. 
 
Why start with public access? 
Governments would boost innovation and get a better return on 
their investment in publicly funded research by making research 
findings more widely available…  
Results of publicly funded research should be shared in cost-
effective ways in order to stimulate discovery and innovation, 
and advance the translation of this knowledge into public 
benefits 
Enhanced access to and expanded sharing of information will 
lead to usage by millions of scientists, professionals, and 
individuals, and will deliver an accelerated return on the public’s 
investment in this research 
 

 

 

E-JOURNALS AND E-BOOKS 

E-Books, - an electronic version of a book, that 
can be downloaded from the internet or any 
other media, examples; 
 Ebrary  
 Taylor and Francis 
 Emerald Business and Management and 

Economics E-books Series 
 Springer E-Books 

 
 SAGE Research Method Online 

E-Journals – scholarly journals or intellectual 
magazines that can be accessed via electronic 
transmission – are usually published on the 
Web.  

 Projectmuse  
 Jstor  
 World Bank E-Library 

 
 Ebscohost  
 Sage 
 Emerald etc  

 

 

 

These are freely available scholarly library 

resources 

 PubMed Central – hard sciences 

 
 BioMed Central – medicine 

 

 

 DOAJ & DOAB – all subjects 

 
 Bioline – research from developing 

countries 

 Hinari  

 Google Scholar- All subjects 

 Open Doar  

 ROAR 

 Open Text books  

 AGORA-  Agriculture 
 OARE- Environmental science research 

etc 
 

Open Access e-resources 

History 

Why Open Access? 

 

Who Benefits from Open Access? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benefits to Educational Institutions 

 Contributes to core mission of advancing knowledge 

 Democratizes access across all institutions – regardless of 
size or budget 

 Provides previously unattainable access to community 
colleges, two-year colleges, K-12 and other schools 

 Provides access to crucial STEM materials 

 Increases competitiveness of academic institutions 
Benefits to Students 

 Enriches the quality of their education 

 Ensures access to all that students need to know, rather 
what they (or their school) can afford 

 Contributes to a better-educated workforce 
Benefits to Researchers 

 Increases readers’ ability to find use relevant literature 

 Increases the visibility, readership and impact of author’s 
works 

 Creates new avenues for discovery in digital environment 

 Enhances interdisciplinary research 

 Accelerates the pace of research, discovery and innovation 
Benefits to Public 

 Provides access to previously unavailable materials relating 
to health, energy, environment, and other areas of broad 
interest 

 Creates better educated populace 

 Encourages support of scientific enterprise and engagement 
in citizen science 

 

 

“Open access truly expands shared knowledge 
across scientific fields — it is the best path for 
accelerating multi-disciplinary breakthroughs in 

research.”  — Open Letter to the US Congress 
signed by Nobel Prize winners 
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CAMBRIDGE BOOKS ONLINE 

Cambridge Books Online (CBO) is the online publishing 

service for e-books published by Cambridge University 

Press. The site contains over 20,000 titles from over 

56 different subject areas. 

 

 

You can browse e-books on Cambridge University 

Books by subject area using ‘Browse by Subject’ 

menu on the right of the homepage. This allows you to 

browse titles by their overall subject area: Humanities, 

Social Sciences, Science and Engineering, Medicine, or 

English Language Teaching, or by more specific subject 

areas, such as Language and Linguistics, Chemistry, or 

Economics. You can also browse only the titles that you 

have access to by clicking the ‘Access to’ link in the 

top right corner of any CBO page. The ‘Access to’ 

page provides a list of all the CBO titles you can 

access. These can be sorted by ‘Title’, ‘Author’ and 

‘ISBN’. You can even export this Title List to Excel, 

allowing you to search and filter the list of available 

titles to suit your specific needs. 

 

 

Clicking on an ebook title in the ‘Browse’ pages or 

search results takes you to thee-book homepage. Here 

you can read the book description, examine the 

references and access the table of contents. The ebook 

title page also gives you options to buy the print book, 

find the book in a library, and email a link to the ebook 

to yourself or a colleague. If you do not have access to 

a title, you can use the ‘Recommend to a Librarian’ 

button on the right. PDF versions of each chapter can 

be accessed by clicking the ‘View PDF’ button next to 

the chapter title in the table of contents. You can also 

use the ‘View chapter as PDF’ link under the author 

name on the chapter page. Once downloaded, you can 

print or save these PDFs to read at your leisure. 

Browsing Cambridge University Books Titles 

Viewing/ Reading Content 

INSTITUTIONAL REPOSITORY 

This is a set of web-based services that Embu 
University College Library offers to members 
of its community for the management and 
dissemination of digital scholarly materials 
created by the institution and its community 
members.  
Main objectives for having an institutional 
repository is to provide open access to 
institutional research output by self-archiving 
it, to create global visibility for an institution's 
scholarly research, and to store and preserve 
other institutional digital assets, including 
unpublished literature such as theses or 
technical reports. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Increasing visibility and prestige. A high profile 
IR may be used to support marketing activities 
to attract high quality staff, students and 
funding. 

2. Centralization and storage of all types of 
institutional output, including unpublished 
literature. 

3. Support for learning and teaching. Links may 
be made with the virtual teaching 
environment and library catalogues. 

4. Standardization of institutional records. The 
compilation of an ‘Institutional CV’ and 
individual online dossiers linked to the full text 
of articles becomes possible. 

5. Ability to keep track of and analyze research 
performance. 

6. Breaking down of publishers’ costs and 
permissions barriers. 

7. alleviation of requirement to trust publishers 
to maintain information in the long term, 
without any commercial benefit for the 
authors. 

8. promotion of a philosophy of wider 
communication 

Institutional Repository offers: 

 


